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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


THE following discourse on “The Law of Adoption” was delivered by 
President George Q. Cannon at the Sixty-fourth Annual Conference of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, 
Salt Lake City, Sunday morning, April 8, 1894:— 

I am sure that every Latter-day Saint who has heard the announcement 
made by President Woodruff will feel thankful in his heart for that which 
the Lord has made manifest through him. This subject of adoption is one 
that has engaged the attention of the Saints, to a greater or less extent, 
for some time. It was revealed by the Prophet Joseph that there is a 
principle of adoption by which one generation will be sealed to, and con- 
nected with, another, and in his words which have been read he fore- 
shadows the welding together, by this principle of adoption, of the various 


dispensations. It is a revelation that the Lord gave through him. He 
said :— 


And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife, and make a 
covenant with her for time and for ail eternity, if that covenant is not by 
me, or by my word, which is my law, and is not sealed by the Holy Spirit 
of promise, through him who [ have anointed and appointed unto this 
power—then it is not valid, neither of force when tuey are out of the 
world, because they are not joined by me, saith the Lord, neither by my 
word; when they are out of the world, it cannot be received there, be- 
cause the angels and the Gods are appointed there, by whom they cannot 
pass; they cannot, therefore, inherit my glory, for my house is a house of 


order, saith the Lord God. 

On this account, marriages of the children of men are only binding as 
between themselves while the covenant lasts. Our fathers made their 
covenants with our mothers for time, and when time ended of course the 
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covenant and the union ended also. Now, the Holy Spirit revealed that 
this being the case, every man and woman, and every child born as the 
offspring of these unions, would stand separately, unless a new bond was 
formed. Without this should be done, there would be no binding link 
to unite woman to man and children to parents; for all the obligations 
and all the covenants had terminated; and, therefore, members of families 
would each stand separately, without any connection of a binding char- 
acter between themselves. Of course, there was what we call the bond of 
blood existing (there is no blood, however, in resurrected beings); or, in 
other words, there was the bond that arose through kindred. That would 
remain. The Lord.has taught us, however, that this is not all that is 
required; that there must be an authority exercised by which parents 
should be bound together, and then their children bound to them. We 
have been taught also that through the revelation of the Priesthood and 
its bestowal upon men, and the exercise of that Priesthood in sealing 
wives to husbands, the children begotten in these marriages are born, as 
we phrase it, in the covenant, that is, they are recognized by the Lord as 
legitimate children of the covenant, He having recognized the marriage 
of their parents, having given the authority to man on the earth to bind 
on earth, and that bond:should be sealed in heaven. In this way the 
Latter-day Saints are being bound together in the new and everlasting 
covenant, wives being sealed to their husbands, and children, the offspring 
of these marriages, being born in the covenant, under the blessing and the 
recognition by the/Almighty of the bond that exists between their parents. 
Thus you see that there is a new order of things growing up among us. 
It is not necessary, where parents are thus sealed together by the authority 
of the Holy Priesthood for time and for eternity, that their children 
should be adopted or be sealed to them. They are legitimate heirs of the 
Priesthood and of the blessings of the new and everlasting covenant. — 
But not so with those who have been born outside of this covenant. There 
has to be some ordinance performed in order to make them legitimate; 
and that ordinance, the Prophet Joseph revealed, was the ordinance of 
adoption; that is, that which covers,the ordinance or law, although we 
do not use the word adoption when we seal children to parents; we call 
that sealing. But to illustrate the principle and explain the law, the 
word “adoption” is used. You will find it frequently in the Scriptures, 
and it has become a subject among us that has been very much thought 
about; and every man and woman, who has wished to do all that is required 
of thei in order to obtain all the blessings that can be had through 
obedience to the commands of God, has desired to understand something 
about the principle of adoption. 

We are told in the words that were read in our hearing that one dispen- 
sation must be linked to another, or, in other words, that the dispensations 
given to the children of men must be united; that we must all be united 
to our father Adam; that there must be a bond of union between us and 
our great parent; and that that will be done through the ordinance of 
adoption where children are not born in the covenant. 

Hence it is that it falls to our duty to trace up our lineage; and, as has 
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been beautifully explained this morning by President Woodruff, it is our 
duty to be sealed to our parents, that our lineage may be preserved; that 
we may preserve our families in direct descent, and trace them back, 
ascending lineally until we reach, if it be possible, our ancestors who 
held the everlasting Priesthood, and who were either born in the cove- 
nant or who were sealed to their parents under the law of adoption when 
the Priesthood was upon the earth. This has to be done by this genera- 
tion and their successors. It is the labor devolving upon us as a people 
to perform this. The Prophet Joseph revealed this, but he died before it 
was fully explained. 

When President Young died, the St. George Temple was the only one 
finished, and it had barely been dedicated when he passed away. There 
is not a doubt in my mind that, had he lived, his mind would have been 
directed to this great subject and he would have inquired of the Lord to 
know that which was right; for in the minds of many there has been a 
feeling of doubt in regard to this principle of adoption as it was being 
practiced among us. I well remember myself in my boyhood days that 
which President Woodruff has referred to—the spirit that was manifested 
by many at the dedication of the temple at Nauvoo when the ordinances 
were administered there. Some men thought to build up kingdoms to 
themselves; they appeared to think that by inducing men and women to 
be adopted into their families they were adding to their own glory. From 
that day until the present, I have never thought of this subject of adop- 
tion without having a certain amount of fear concerning it. 

There is nothing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ that leads to disunion. 
There is no true principle of the Gospel that will produce division. There 
is no true principle of the Gospel that will separate this people and divide 
them. And this revelation that God has given to His servant, the Presi- 
dent of our Church, removes all the danger which seemed to threaten us 
through an imperfect understanding of the manner in which the law of 
adoption should be carried out. 

To illustrate this point, let me suppose that the First Presidency of this 
Church were to seek to build up families for themselves from among this 
people, each one seeking to have men and women sealed to him in order 
that he might have a large following; and suppose each of the Twelve 
Apostles was to do the same; and suppose the High Priests and the 
brethren officiating in the temples were to do the same, what would be the 
result? You can see at once that in a little time we would be divided 
into tribes and clans, each man having his own following, and each follow- 
ing looking to the man to whom they had been adopted for counsel and 
for guidance, and in this way the governing authority of the Holy Priest- 
hood in our midst would be divided and lessened. Who can not under- 
stand the danger there would be under such a conditiun of atfuirs. But 
how to obviate it, how to remove it so that it should no longer exist! 
God has removed it by making it plain that it is the duty of every man 
to be sealed to his father, where his father is not a man that has proved 
entirely unworthy. And when such a case arises—which will be very 
seldom—we have the man in our midst who has the keys of the Priesthood 
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and unto whom this question can be submitted for him to decide what 
should be done. 

My brethren and sisters, I have this belief concerning us: that it was 
arranged before we came here how we should come, and through what 
lineage we should come. We were not born of the seed of Ham; we were 
not born of some questionable race; but as the Lord has taught us in the 
eighty-sixth section of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, our Priest- 
hood has been hid with God. That section says :— 


bare mans Yo hen saith the Lord unto you, with whom the Priesthood hath 
continued through the lineage of your fathers, 

For ye are lawful heirs, according to the flesh, and have been hid from 
the world with Christ in God; 

Therefore your life and the Priesthood hath remained and must needs 
remain through you and your lineage, until the restoration of all things 
spoken by the mouths of all the holy prophets since the world began. 


I am as convinced that it was predestined before I was born that I 
should come through my father as Iam that I stand here. And if God 
chose to give to Wilford Woodruff’s father the honor of begetting him, 
and it was so arranged before they were born, who shall step in and de- 
prive him of the honor which God gave to him, and give it to somebody 
else? Reflect upon it and you will see that it would lead to endless con- 
fusion if this were done. We would be broken up in families and in our 
lineage, and there would be no distinction, consequently it would result 
in great confusion. Paul says, “that in the dispensation of ‘the fullness 
of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him; in whom also we 
have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose 
of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.” I be- 
lieve we were predestined to come here. I believe that it was arranged 
that we should come here as we have done. No doubt when we trace our 
ancestors back, we will find that they trod in muddy places. We shall 
find that there was wickedness among them. There can be little doubt 
about this, because they were human beings; they were exposed to temp- 
tation and tosin. Nevertheless, that was the arrangement; and when we 
meet with eases about which there will be question, we can then inquire 
of the Lord concerning them, and whether it would be right to continue 
the sealing of the children to them, and through them to somebody else, or 
whether thereshall be a break in the link ; for we shall all be linked together 
asa chain. One generation will be linked to another by the power and 
authority of the Holy Priesthood until we get back to the time when the 
Priesthood was upon the earth, and when the authority to administer these 
ordinances was among men in former times. 

Another thing that what we have heard to-day will effect. There has 
been a disposition manifested among our people, to some extent, for some 
men and women to gather up all the names of families they could find, 
whether they were related or not, and perform ordinances for them. I 
am a believer in this when it does not interfere with the rights of heir- 
ship. Weshould do all we can for those for whom we have friendship, or 
to‘whom we'are‘attached in any way, and who have no living representa- 
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tives that we know of in the Church. But you can see the advantage of 
pursuing now the course that is pointed out by the word of God to us. 
It will make everyone careful to obtain the connection, and to get the 
names properly of the sons and of the daughters of men, to have them 
sealed to their parents. It will draw the line fairly. It will define the 
lineage clearly. “But,” says one, “that may take a long time.” Well, we 
have got a thousand years todo it in. We need not bein such hurry as 
to create confusion. The Lord will give us time enough to do it all; and 
when we have gone as far as appears possible, He will give to us oppor- 
tunities that, at the present time, we are ignorant of; and we will find 
that everything will be made plain, and each man will trace his genealogy 
clear back, and we will know our connection, and what to do in relation 
to these matters for the Lord will reveal it to us. 

My brethren and sisters, suppose that each of us should seek some great 
man in the Church to be sealed to. For instance, we would like to be 
sealed to the President of the Church, because it would be a great honor 
to be adopted to him, and we think, “well, that man is much better than 
my father. I would rather be adopted to him than to be sealed to my 
father. I do not think very much of my father or my mother.” Now, I 
think, when we feel that way, that we are, to a certain extent, despising 
the arrangement which the Lord has made. We should not despise our 
origin. On the contrary, we should seek to preserve it, and honor those 
who have given us birth. 

It always has seemed to me, in reflecting upon this, that the Prophet 
Joseph honored his father who begot him; yet Joseph was the man chosen 
by the Almighty to stand at the head of the entire people of this dispen- 
sation. We all have to look tohim. Every Apostle, and every great man 
in the Church, must of necessity turn his eyes towards the Prophet of 
God, whom He chose to lay the foundation of this work. You don’t find 
anything in Joseph’s life nor in his history, as it is recorded, that would 
give the least idea that he thought himself of so superior a nature that 
he could not honor his father and mother. In fact, I remember well the 
Prophet, in speaking about the sepulchre that he had prepared near the 
temple-block, describing the joy that he would have in rising from the 
dead and striking hands with his father and with his kindred, and how 
delighted he would be to come up in the resurrection and grasp them by 
the hand. That spirit attended him in all his allusions to his kindred, to 
his father and mother especially. There is no doubt in my mind that the 
Prophet Joseph would be sealed to his father. He will honor his father 
and mother, He will be sealed to them, and they and their lineage will 
doubtless be connected with him by the sealing ordinance as the head of 
this dispensation. They will have to be connected with him by some link 
or bond that will be created, if it does not already exist, as we all will be 
connected with him because he is the head of the dispensation. But as a 
son he will be connected with his parents; he will honor his parents; and 
in his turn he will be honored by his ancestry and all who come within 
the range and under the jurisdiction of this dispensation. All such will 
necessarily be sealed by some bond to the Prophet Joseph. In this way 
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we shall all be united; and there can be no question on our part as to the 
propriety of being all connected with Joseph, carrying up every lineage 
directly as far as we can, and then linking them on to the head of the 
dispensation. There need be no jealousy, then. There need be none to 
say, “Well, I am sealed or adopted to a greater man than you. I am 
adopted to Joseph, or to Brigham, or to John Taylor, or to Wilford Wood- 
ruff, or to this man or the other man.” There will be no need to pride 
and plume ourselves on the fact that we are adopted to these various men, 
and thus divide the people asunder in their feelings, creating to a certain 
extent a feeling of rivalry which does not belong to the Gospel of the Son 
of God. Every man that reflects upon it can see that this revelation 
which God has given through his servant Wilford Woodruff removes that 
danger out of our pathway and prepares us to go forward and honor our 
kindred and do everything we can for their salvation, concentrating our 
feelings upon our ancestors, and not upon somebody else’s ancestors. In 
thus honoring our parents we also observe that ancient Jaw which was 
given by God to the children of Israel, and which has such a great blessing 
attached to it:— 

Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

Why should a man come to one of the Apostles and be sealed to him and 
then trace his genealogy through him and his ancestors, and neglect his 
own? There have been some cases of adoption, I suppose, where the par- 
ties have not felt clear in their minds concerning this. This light, how- 
ever, that we now have clears it all up and makes it plain; and we can see 
and understand it. 

God bless you, in the name of Jesus, Amen. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


King Leopold openened the Antwerp International Exhibition on May 5, and was 
received with great ceremony by the local authorities. His Majesty, who was accom- 
panied by the Queen and a distinguished suite, was presented with an address, to which 
he made a brief speech in reply. 

A terrible disaster has occurred at the Bois du Luc coal mine near Mons, Belgium. 
As a cage containing sixteen men was descending into the pit the cable broke and the 
miners were precipitated to the bottom. Thirteen were instantly killed, and the remain- 
ing three soon afterwards succumbed to their injuries. 


One of the greatest strikes in the history of New Bedford, Mass., U.S.A., is about to 
be begun. At a meeting of the Wamsutta mill workers it was almost unanimously 
voted to call out weavers in Wamsutta corporation numbering about 1,200. This action 
means the closing down of every mill under the Wamsutta corporation and the throwing 
out of employment of 5,000 operatives. 

Petroleum bricks are now being manufactured, which it is hoped will be extensively 
used as fuel. They consist of one litre of petroleum, 150 grams of saturated soap, ten 
per cent. of rosin and 332 grams of caustic soda. This mixture is heated until solidifica- 
tion commences and then poured into moulds and dried. Trials of these bricks on tugs 
has developed the fact that, weight for weight, they give three times as much heat as 
coal and leave no ashes. It is expected that one kilogram of this solidified matter will 
be equal to four kilograms of coal. 


| 
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A woman writing from Bevier, Missouri, U.S. A., calls upon Governor Lewelling 
to appoint a day of fasting and prayer in Kansas for the purpose of interceding with 
Divine Providence to remove the industrial troubles which hang over the country. She 
remembers, she says, when the governors of Kansas and Missouri appointed such a day 
for the expulsion of the grasshoppers and it was soon effective. She is sure the present 
evils may be overcome in the same way. 


The embankment of the waterworks reservoirs at Lima, Montana, U.S.A., gave way 
on May 14 and the water, sweeping down the Red Rock River, carried everything before 
it. Men on horseback conveyed the intelligence to the ranchers of the bottom lands, 
who were thus able to escape with their lives, but their homestead buildings were carried 
off and their crops destroyed. A special train was despatched to warn the people 
between Lima and Dillon. The low lying lands for more than sixty miles were entirely 
submerged, and large sections of the railway embankment were carried off. 


Telegrams sent to Berlin give an-account of a terrible disaster which has overtaken 
the town of Stephani, in the Russian government of Volhynia, a place of about 5,000 
inhabitants. Through a chimney catching fire a house was burned down, and the flames, 
driven by the high wind, quickly spread to the adjacent buildings and extended from 
house to house with rapidity until nearly the whole town had been destroyed. All that the 
inhabitants could do was to remove such property as they could hurriedly collect to the 
fields. While they were thus encamped in the open air a cyclone broke over them, and 
their property was swept away in every direction by the wind. Some of the things 
were carried several miles. 

On Sunday, May 13, the Brooklyn, New York, tabernacle was destroyed by fire. The 
flames were first seen issuing from between the organ-pipes and spread with great 
rapidity. The building was entirely destroyed, as well as the large Regent Hotel anda 
number of adjoining buildings. The latest estimate of the loss, including all the other 
burned buildings, is $2,000,000. This is the third time the tabernacle has been destroyed. 
The trustees held a hurried meeting and decided to rebuild the tabernacle and have 
asked Dr. Talmage to retain his post as pastor. To this request he has acceeded and on 
May 14 started on a tour around the world to deliver lectures and addresses, in which 
the needs of the Brooklyn tabernacle will not be forgotten. 


A correspondent at Martinia, near Atalanta, who was present at the recent earth- 
quakes in Greece, writes as follows of the destruction caused by the disturbances: “I 
visited several villages destroyed by the recent earthquakes and everywhere a scene of 
terrible destruction presents itself. Kipariel near Atalanta was leveled to the ground. 
Proskini was totally destroyed. Forty children were in church when the shock occurfed. 
The stone roof fell and twenty-eight children were killed. The number of dead in 
Proskini is forty-three. At Malesina, eight miles away, even the house-walls have been 
swallowed in the chasms that opened in the earth. The dead here numbered 135, 
Martina suffered almost equally, though some houses remain standing. Forty-two 
persons were there killed.” 

Advices have been received of a terrible earthquake which devastated a considerable 
portion of Venezuela on April 28. The towns of Egido and Merrido, as well as several 
minor settlements, were practically destroyed and many villages were entirely wrecked. 
It is estimated that 10,000 people were killed outright. A panic ensued among the sur- 
vivors, and fearful distress now prevails among them. Such are the first reports. Later 
advices declare the earthquakes have not been attended with any loss of life and adds 
that the towns of Charaque, Santa Cruz, and Chicuoa were destroyed. Still later advices 
say the shocks lasted at some points for three days. Along the railway line several 
splendid bridges were totally destroyed, while others were considerably affected. Several 
stations were thrown down, rails were twisted and broken apart, and a number of lives 
lost. At La Guilloa the inhabitants entirely disappeared, a lake now occuping the site of 
that town. At some places black water, having a fcetid odour, is expelled from the 


crevasses in the earth. 
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MONDAY, JUNE 4, 1894. 


THE GATHERING OF THE JEWS. 


THE Spectator, commenting on the statement of the Anglican bishop of 
Jerusalem that the Jews are pouring into Palestine, says: “Already the 
railways are opening up the country between the coast and Jerusalem and 
Damascus, and if a Jewish emigration on a large scale is added to this, 
Syria may become once more one of the most important places in the 
East. The idea of the Jews again possessing a country is a very curious 
one.” 

It is the last sentence to which we would like to call special attention. 
The Latter-day Saints hold that instead of such an idea being a curious 
one it is rather an event that is to be looked for as it has been prophesied 
by writers of the Bible. Many have lost sight of the fact that the Jews 
are again to be gathered into their land, there to enjoy all that they once 
possessed when in power. At the present day the Jews are still in many 
countries a despised people, hated and driven hither and thither; their 
property is plundered and many times they themselves fall victims to the 
frenzy of so called Christian mobs, or more correctly, mobs in Christian 
countries; they have been a hiss, a scorn and a bye-word everywhere. In 
view of all this it may seem a curious thing to suggest that they shall 
again possess the land of their fathers. But let us investigate the pro- 
phecies concerning this event. | 

The Lord promised Abraham that he should have a land for himself and 
his posterity. When He had led him to the promised land the Lord said: 
“Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art north- 
ward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: for all the land which 
thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever.” 

A short time before his death Moses called the children of Israel together 
and foretold what was to befall them for their wickedness. After having 
done so he made this remarkable prophecy :— 

And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, 
the blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt 
call them to mind among all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath 
driven thee, and shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and shalt obey his 
voice according to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy chil- 
dren, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul; that then the Lord thy 
God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will re- 
turn and gather thee from all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath 
scattered thee. If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of 


heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence 
will he fetch thee: and the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land 
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which thy fathers possessed, and thou shall possess it; and he will do thee 
good, int multiply thee above thy fathers. ; 

This prophecy was given 1451 years before the coming of the Savior, or 
more than 1500 years before the last and final destruction of Jerusalem by 
Titus and the consequent scattering of the Jews among the nations of the 
earth. For 1800 years they have been thus scattered, and during these 
years they have suffered untold hardships. “His blood be on us, and our 
children” cried their fathers at the crucifixion of the Savior, and the curse 
has surely followed them to this day. The innocent blood then shed has 
been upon their children, and since then they have cried in agony to the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for deliverance, never doubting that the 
time would come when their prayers would be heard and the words of the 
holy prophets should be fulfilled. 

The Scriptures are replete with the promises of the gathering of Israel. 
The prophecy of Moses is upheld by the other prophets: Nehemiah says: 
“Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant 
Moses, saying, If ye transgress I will scatter you abroad among the 
nations: but if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do 
them; though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of 
heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring thee unto the 
place that I have chosen to set my name there.” The prophet Jeremiah 
says: “And [ will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries 
whither I have driven them, and wil] bring them again to their folds; 
and they shall be fruitful and increase;” and further, “Behold, I will 
gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in my anger, 
and in wy fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto 
this place, and I will cause them to dwell in safety: and they shall be my 
people, and I will be their God.” Isaiah and Ezekiel foretell of the great- 
ness of this gathering. The former says: “And it shall come to pass in 
that day, that the Lord shall set His hand again the second time to re- 
cover the remnant of His people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and 
from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from 
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he shall 
set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, 
and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the 
earth.” The latter adds his testimony as follows: “And I will bring you 
out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye 
are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with 
fury poured out. And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, 
and there will I plead with you face to face, like as I pleaded with your 
fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, 
saith the Lord God.” 

These and many other prophecies foretell the gathering of the Jews and 
the ten lost tribes at some future time. It has not yet taken place, conse- 
quently these prophecies are yet to be fulfilled and they are as likely to be 
fulfilled in our day as in that of coming generations. 

_ There is nothing strange or peculiar about this, yet it would seem that 
the early Christians themselves believed that because the Jéws had slain 
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the Messiah they were to remain cursed forever. In order to dispel this 
false idea and call attention to the promises made to the children of Israel, 
Paul wrote the following to the Roman saints: “For I would not, breth- 
ren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fullness of the Gentiles be come in. And so al] Israel shall be saved.” . 

“When are the times of the Gentiles to be fulfilled?” That is a natural 
question, for if we knew the answer we could then form some idea as to 
when this gathering is to take place. It has been declared that “the last 
shall be first and the first last;” therefore the Gospel went first to the 
Jews, the chosen people of God, but as they rejected it the apostles were 
sent to the Gentiles. Many of them accepted it and continued faithful 
for a season, until they again dwindled into unbelief and lost the gifts and 
blessings and the power of the Gospel. In these last days the Gospel has 
been restored to the earth and is now being preached first to the 
Gentiles. When it has thus been preached and every one has had an 
opportunity of hearing and obeying the Gospel then will the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled and then the Lord will gather His people. We know 
not when that time will be for the Lord alone can tell when all who have 
a right to the Gospel have had the opportunity of accepting it. 

It may be that the work of gathering is commencing now. It may be 
that it will be delayed for many years to come; we cannot tell, but we do 
know that there is nothing strange or curious in the likelihood that the 
Jews shall again possess their country even if, as the prophets infer, the 
Lord will have to exert his mighty and powerful hand in the gathering of 
His people. Those who read the 37th, 38th, and 39th chapters of Ezekie] 
with an understanding heart may form some idea of the wonderful mani- 
festations that are to be given in behalf of this persecuted and hated 
people in order to save them from their enemies and establish them in the 
land of their fathers. The times are ripe with the signs of the coming of 
the Son of Man and the wonders that are to precedé that coming. All the 
nations of the earth should study these prophecies and give heed to them 
by preparing for the great events that are about to transpire for they are 
“near, even at the doors.” J. V. B. 


A VISIT TO GERMANY. 


Niirenburg, Germany, May 19, 1894. 
PERHAPS a few lines about my trip to Germany would be of interest to 
the readers of the Star. I arrived in Bern, Switzerland, after two days 
travel and was heartily welcomed by President Geo. C. Naegle and wife 
and Elders Joseph Keller and John Schiess. The two latter Elders labor 
in the mission-office assisting the president in publishing Der Stern and 
other Church publications. I spent a very pleasant day getting acquainted 
with the brethren as they came in from their different fields of labor. In 
the evening there were eighteen Elders from Zion in Bern, all feeling well 
and enjoying the spirit of their mission. It is very pleasant to meet so 
many young men full of love for, and devotion to, the cause of God. 
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With what warmth they greet one another! Elders meeting abroad, 
though not acquainted before, are drawn together by stronger ties than 
those of kin. 

The office is situated in a very pleasant part of the city and from the 
piazza in the rear of the building one enjoys a most charming view. Deep 
below you winds the beautiful, swift-running Aar, from which the country 
rises to quite a height. As far as the eye can reach the mountain slopes 
are dotted with villas and attractive cottages, groves and gardens. The 
fruit-trees and the chestnut-trees were in full bloom, the pretty blossoms 
of the latter looking like so many candles on a Christmas-tree. The 
scenery was as pretty a picture as man could wish to see. Comparing 
this with the view we have from 42 Islington I almost envied our Swiss 
brethren. 

Six candidates presented themselves for baptism in the evening. After 
prayer questions were put to them in regard to their faith in the divinity 
of the Gospel and their having sincerely repented of their sins, which 
they answered in a satisfactory manner, and they promised to serve the 
Lord and keep His commandments to the best of their ability. Then 
they went to the river and sealed this covenant in the waters of baptism. 
This makes one hundred and five baptisms in the German Mission since 
New Year. 

On Sunday we met in a fine, large hall belonging to the city. The morn- 
ing meeting was the largest forenoon meeting I have attended since my 
arrival in Europe. Many Saints had come in from the different branches 
and many strangers were also present. The afternoon meeting was 
especially well attended. The choir, numbering between thirty and forty 
and composed of singers from several branches, sang very sweetly. It 
was Pentecost Sunday and we all felt it was a Pentecostal spiritual feast. 
In the priesthood meeting on Monday we had a very enjoyable time. All 
the Elders spoke, reported their labors and gave their views as to the best 
way of reaching the people with the Gospel message. 

Monday being a holiday we thought it would be a good opportunity to 
have a meeting with the Saints in Zurich. This made my stay in Bern 
rather short, but though short it had been a very pleasant one. 

It was gratifying to learn that Sister Naegle’s health had improved so 
much since her arrival in Switzerland. She entertained all the mission- 
aries attending conference and waited on them almost like a mother. 

Bidding our fellow-laborers good-bye, President Naegle and I left for 
Zurich, where we found the Saints awaiting us. We had a nice time in 
our gathering. After meeting we were introduced to the Saints. Among 
these were a brother Hoffman and his wife who had lately joined the 
Church. I was very much interested in hearing them tell what led to 
their conversion. They had rented rooms in the same house where the 
Saints of Zurich hold their meetings; but as they were Catholics they 
were forbidden by their priests to attend the meetings of the Saints. 
Their rooms adjoining the room where the Saints met, the lady could 
_ often hear Brother Duback’s sermons. She became much interested and 
told her husband that “Mormonism” was not what it had been represented, 
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but that it was founded on the Scriptures. They sent for Brother Duback 
and he explained the principles of the Gospel to them, furnished them 
with books to read, and told them to pray earnestly to God to show them 
whether these principles were true or not. They did this one Sunday 
evening after having attended their first meeting with the Saints. In the 
night Brother Hoffman heard a noise as of a rushing wind and a voice 
called his name distinctly three times and said: “This shall be a testimony 
to you that what you have heard this day is truth.” The manifestation 
made a powerful impression on his mind. He awoke his wife and told her 
what he had heard. The same night she had a glorious vision. The room 
was filled with light and a heavenly personage appeared to her pointing 
to her husband. She understood this to mean that she should follow him 
and that what he had told her was truth. They rejoiced greatly in the 
goodness of God and requested Elder Duback to baptize them. They 
told me that they had never felt such joy and happiness as the obedience 
to the principles of the Gospel had given them. 

On Tuesday, May 15, President Naegle and I went to the top of Uitle- 
berg, from which we had a most charming view of Swiss scenery. It was 
& fine day and the atmosphere was uncommonly clear. To the south we 
saw the St. Gotthard and Bernhard Alps, the peaks of Pilatus and the 
Jungfrau; and on the north the view extended to the Black Forest, 
while at the foot of the mountain nearly three thousand feet below us 
nestled pretty Zurich at the south end of Zuricker See, a beautiful sheet 
of water, on which plied numerous pleasure boats and diminutive steamers. 
A large choir from Cologne had arrived the night before and on top of 
the mountain we could distinctly hear their singing; but more pleasing 
to my ear were the notes of a cuckoo in the woods close by. I had not 
heard the cuckoo for over thirty years and it brought back a flood of 
recollections from my childhood—of a landscape as pretty to me though 
far from having the grandeur and picturesqueness of the scene on which 
I was now feasting my eyes. It was a delightful way of spending my 
fiftieth birthday. We went to Winterthur and visited Sister Keller, who 
for many years has been a mother to the Saints. She was proud of having 
had four apostles visit her. 

Next day we went to Munich, where we found Elders Koch and Schett- 
ler. Weare now in the kingdom of Bavaria—Catholic, and no religious 
liberty for the Latter-day Saints. The brethren thought it wise not to be 
seen all together going in or out of their residence, in order not to draw 
the attention of the police. Next evening we met with the Saints and 
several invited friends and had a good time with them. It seemed odd 
to have a meeting where we did not dare to sing. The strangers were as 
loth to leave us as the Saints and several of them visited us the next day. 
President Naegle had baptized some of the members present when on his 
former mission. His visit to some of the old Saints here, who had become 
lukewarm, I believe will have a good effect on them. To-day we arrived 
in Nirenberg. We were met by Elders Young and Merrill who labor 
here, the latter, like Brother Schettler at Munich, busily engaged in 
learning the Geritian language. To-night we have had a meeting with the 
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Saints and a few strangers and to-morrow we are to have a meeting out in 
& grove. 

May 21. Our meeting yesterday was ina grove some five or six miles 
away. The road passed through beautiful fields and meadows and then 
a couple of quaint Bavarian villages. The day was pleasantly cool and we 
all enjoyed the walk. We met with Saints from Fiirth and Niirenberg 
and several invited friends. When it is good weather the Saints meet 
here on Sundays, and a fine place it is to worship in. But even here 
among the trees is felt the absence of religious freedom. To not attract 
attention no singing is done, and for the first time in my life I had to 
speak to a congregation sitting. This precaution of not standing when 
speaking is taken that passers-by may not discover the object of the 
gathering. A splendid spirit prevailed and we had an enjoyable time 
indeed. To-day we went to Dresden. Yours in the Gospel, 

AntHon H. Lunn. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Exper W. W. Bran writes as follows from Sparta, White County, Ten- 
nessee, under date of April 12, 1894:—“Some time ago some of our Elders 
in this conference were challenged by a ‘Campbellite’ minister to enter 
into a public debate and discuss the merits of the two respective creeds 
from a Biblical standpoint. The Elders informed the reverend gentleman 
that they were not hunting a debate, but if he was anxious for one he 
could be accomodated. He stated that he was eager for the fray, and 
was desirous of taking ‘Mormonism’ by the foretop and show the people 
the nothingness of it. The challenge was accepted and the date for the 
debate was set for the 30th and 3lst of March, I being chosen to defend 
‘Mormonism.’ The news spread like wildfire. The whole country seemed 
very much interested in the coming event. When we arrived at the place, 
Spencer, Van Buren County, we found the debate to be the general topic. 
Long before the appointed time a large concourse of people had assembled 
to witness the affair, and were seemingly very curious to get a glimpse of 
the contestants, especially your correspondent, as ‘Mormons’ are objects 
of curiosity in this country. The church was filled to overflowing; the 
aisles were full and many were standing with their noses flattened against 
the windows looking in from the outside. There was scarcely room for 
the participants. We each selected a moderator, and the moderators 
selected a third man to act as chairman. We were each allowed four 
hours and twenty minutes in which to plead and defend our cause, making 
the time of debate eight hours and forty minutes, which was divided up 
into four meetings. The congregation was almost exclusively Campbellite; 
hence our sympathizers to begin with were very limited in number. But 
after the first meeting it was very evident that the tide had changed; 
much of the prejudice which existed at the beginning had vanished away. 
We continued to.gain ground during the remainder of the contest, and at 
the.clese of the debate we.could easily carry the vote. The sentiment of 
the great majority of the people was ‘a victory for Mormonism and a 
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stunner for Campbellism.’ To say the least much good will doubtless be 
the result. We take not the honor unto ourselves but we made it a matter 
of prayer and fasting, and realized the blessings of the Lord in our defense 
of truth. It was, in comparison, another battle of David and Goliath. 
My opponent boasted of his eighteen years’ experience in the ministry, and 
of the laurels he had won for himself in other debates. But God is able 
to take the ‘weak things of the world’ and ‘confound the wise.’ After 
the close of the debate congratulations came in thick and fast. Next 
morning we were called upon to talk to the Sunday school, after which we 
were invited to hold services in the afternoon; also at night. Next 
morning we were cordially invited to attend the ‘Burrit College,’ and 
upon arriving at the college we found, to our great surprise, that the 
students had petitioned the president of the college to let us talk to the 
school, which was readily granted. Accordingly we occupied about an 
hour of their most valuable time, and were treated with the greatest 
courtesy by both professors and students. After our visit at the college 
we were kindly requested to hold a meeting at night in the M. E. Chapel. 
The people insisted upon our holding meeting once a month in the future 
and as much oftener as we felt disposed and now we are treated with 
kindness every where.” 

Exper Cas. W. Stayner, who has just been released from the presi- 
dency of the Northern States Mission, U.S. A., which position he has held 
during the past four years has returned home. To the Deseret News he 
has given a brief account of the Jabors and condition of that portion of 
the vineyard. During his presidency the field has been prosperous, and 
several hundred souls have been added to the Church. In the winter of 
1892-3, the mission, which comprised the range of northern states, and 
extended from Nebraska to Nova Scotia, and the eastern part of Canada, 
was divided and an eastern mission formed, comprising the New England 
States and Canada, with headquarters at Brooklyn, New York, and since 
that time the Northern States Mission has included Pennsylvania, part of 
‘West Virginia and Maryland, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, [owa, Nebraska, Kansas, North and South Dakota and part of 
Missouri. The work is gaining ground in most places, and notwithstand- 
ing the division of the field, the last report of the mission in charge of 
President Stayner showed over twice the number of baptisms in the pre- 
ceding half year, and nearly double that of any preceding six months 
during his presidency. As to persecutions and the general feeling in re- 
gard to the Gospel, Elder Stayner said that some threats had been made 
at times in various places, both against the Elders and the friends who 
entertained them, but no whippings or mob violence of any kind had been 
experienced. The conference meetings had been generally well attended, 
and although some school-houses had been refused, buildings had been 
secured suitable to hold the conferences twice a year, and also for the 
assembling of the Saints as the Elders visited from place to place. Much 
ignorance still prevailed, however, in regard to the people in Utah, and 
notwithstanding the labors of the Elders, many, especially in country 
places, cling to their prejudices and preconceived notions concerning the 


4 


i} 
1 
in 
| 
i 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 367 


Latter-day Saints. The reading population was not so ignorant of our 
doings, and politicians everywhere made themselves acquainted with the 
movements in Utah, and the status of the Territory in the political field. 
In fact, there was greater interest manifested in the position of the Latter- 
day Saints than in their religion, and the richness of their resources was 
more sought after and studied than other reasons for making Utah the 
gathering place of the Saints. Elder Stayner’s health has been excellent, 
and he expressed his thankfulness for this, and for the fact that although 
a few of the many Elders who have labored with him had to be released 
ome. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The U. S. Senate has confirmed the President’s appointments of the Utah Commission. 

A new canal is being built from above Kedmond to Dover. It covers over a thousand 
acres previously left without water. 

The Vernal Furnishing Company’s place of business has been entirely destroyed by fire. 
The amount of logs is not stated. It was insured for $4,000. 

The recent legislature created a new county in the Territory to be known as Carbon 
County. An election was held in this new county May 1 at which a county government 
was elected. 

Mrs. Zina D. H. Young addresses a brief note to the women of Utah calling upon them 
to commence setting out mulberry trees and take all the initiatory steps for the manu- 
facture of Utah silk. 

On May 4, while Hyrum Cook of Garden City was between a horse and the wall of a 
stable, currying the animal, it took fright and began striking and kicking in a furious 
manner. Mr. Cook was hurled beneath the horse’s feet and kicked into a stall in an 
opposite direetion. On examination it was found that a shoulder-blade was dislocated 
and that Mr. Cook had sustained a severe shaking. 

On April 21, the Cottonwood Gold and Reservoir Discovery Mining Company was in- 
corporated with a capital of $100,000. Two members of the company were prospecting for 
gold up Dry Canyon and found the ledge they were after. But they also found something 
that was of more importance to them. That was a small fresh-water lake. By means of 
@ tunnel 300 feet in length the water can be brought to a point within thirteen miles of 
Salt Lake City and will furnish a permanent stream of fresh water even larger thaa City 
Creek. It is the purpose of the company to pipe the water some distance and supply the 
people with water for irrigation purposes. The lake or reservoir has an area of 600 to 700 
acres and has been sounded to the depth of 275 feet. | 

The twelve-year-old daughter of Mike Ferless of Wales, Sanpete County, has passed 
through a remarkable experience. For two years she had been the victim of a terribly 
distressing and growing pain in the stomach. Finally the parents were told to keep food 
and water from the child for three hours. They did as directed, and when she began to 
call for water and it was not given her she grew frantic and it seemed as though she 
would tear herself to pieces. She would scream, and rave, and cry: ‘‘It is coming, it is 
coming,” ‘‘I can feel it, I can feel it.” For a time it seemed as though the child would 
choke to death. At last she savagely thrust her hand into her mouth and drew from her 
throat a lizard about eight inches long. The head of the reptile had been chewed so badly 
that it died in a few minutes. It is not known how the reptile ever got into the little one’s 
stomach, but is supposed she swallowed it while eating watercress, and that it had since 
then been growing. 


